HIRAGANA

for Beginners
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The Three Japanese Writing Systems

Japanese uses three types of writing systems.

| .Hiragana
There are 4.6 basic characters, and each one represents a sound. These characters are arranged in a
traditional pattern called the Gojuon. The Gojuon chart organizes them by vowels (a, 1, u, e, 0) In

rows, and consonants (k, s, t, n, etc.) in columns. This makes it easy to learn the sounds step by step.

Example: & (a) \» (i) 9 (u) £ (e) & (0)
2. Katakana

There are also 4-6 basic characters, and they match the hiragana sounds. It's used for foreign
words, names, and onomatopoeia (sound words).

Example: 7 (a) 4 (i) 7 (u) = (e) & (0)
3. Kanji

They originated in ancient China. Kanji sometimes has more than one pronunciation.
Example: B4 Nihon /Nippon (Japan)

Don't worry, you don't have to master them all at once!
At first, we'll also include roomaji (Japanese written using the English alphabet) to help you read
Japanese. You don't need to memorize everything right away. Take your time and enjoy learning!




Hiragana Sounds

| . Vowels
Japanese has b vowels, and they're easy to pronounce.
Here's how they sound:

e & a :likethe"a"in "father"

e | :likethe "ee" in "see"
e ) U :like the "00" in "food" . Nl = — @
e A e :likethe"e"in "bed"

e H 0 :likethe"o"in"go" b a ' 7 A e 5o

2. Consonants
Every syllable (except for “A 7 n)is made by combining one consonant and one vowel.
Example:

e 7)™ ka = consonant k + vowel a
e 7 su=consonant s + vowel U
e H mo = consonant m + vowel o

¢

Japanese doesn't use single consonants like “k” or “s” — it combines them with vowels,
like ka, sa, ma.

Japanese people learn hiragana in this order:
a-ka-sa-ta-na-ha-ma-ya-ra—wa-o-n.
This follows the traditional Gojuon pattern.



(N 5 HYNTL Hiragana

b a VY 7 u A € b o

™ ka X K| < ku 17 ke Z ko
I sa L shi | 9 su H se Z SO
- ta L ochi | 2 tsu| T te Y to
% na 12 ni ¥ nu 1A ne D No
12 ha o hi Sy fu ~ he 13 ho
I mal| & mi U mul|l & mel| & mo
 va P yu L vyo
5 ra Je % ru 1l re Zage
H wa > 0

A N




Special Sounds in Hiragana: Dakuon, Handakuon, and Yoon
|.72< BA Dakuon

Dakuon refers to sounds that have two small dots (© ) next to the character.
Example:

o« M ka— 7' ga

e X sa— X za

2. 13A7-<BA Handakuon

Handakuon refers to sounds that have a small circle (° ) next to the character.
Example:

e 13 ha — I pa
e 5. fu — N pu

3. £L98BA Yoon

Yoon refers to sounds made by adding small versions of the character * (ya), v (yu), or & (yo)
to other characters. These small characters are written in a smaller size, placed to the right
of the original character.

Example:

e X ki+ ®»ya= =% kya
e 2N+ 9w yu=IIw nyu x
e N pi + £ yo= Uk pyo

a K



< B IATZSBA L) BA

A ga X g < gu I+ ge Z go
X za L zi T zu ¥ ze Z 70
7= da 5 > 7U T de Y do
£ ba O Db S bu ~N be X bo
3L pa O p SY pU ~N pe X po
=% kya | 2w kyu [Z X kyo [| % gya | T gyu | T & gyo
Lx» sya |[Lw syu |L & syo || U» ja Cw Ju C& o
Ly cha |Bw chu | B4 cho ||U%» bya [U'w byu [TUM& byo
2% nya |29 nyu |[I2& nyo ||UF» pya |9 pyu |V & pyo
Ox hya [Ow hyu | U & hyo
A mya|lHe myu|ds L myo
e rya | Yw ryu | Y & ryo




Pronunciation Tips

| . Double Consonants
Double consonants in Japanese are written with a small - (tsu) .
They only appear before k, t, s, and p sounds. You don't pronounce the small - itself — it just

creates a pause.
Example: = - T kitte—stamp I - L zasshi—magazin (251X A Nippon - Japan

2. Long Vowels
Long vowels in Japanese make the vowel sound last for two beats. They are important because they
can change the meaning of a word.

Example:

e "aa" — BHH I A okaasan — mother

o "II" = B LW A ojiisan — grandfather

o "Uu"— 9 U suuji—number

e "ee" = A\ eegd - movie H 1A S A oneesan —older sister
"00" — HEH X\ ookii - big ¥ H ) toori-street

Some words look almost the same, but the long vowel makes a big difference:

e BIXTTA obasan-aunt vs H1IH XA obaasan — grandmother
e H LU TA ojisan—uncle vs & L\ X A ojiisan — grandfather
e XY tori-bird vs ¥ toori-street




Pronunciation Tips

3. Weak i and u Sounds

In Japanese, the vowels \» (i) and 7 (u) are sometimes whispered or dropped.
This happens especially when they are between voiceless consonants like k, s, t, p and h.

The sound is still there, but very light.
Example:

o » L /= ash(i)ta - tomorrow
e Bl1LH) TT VI T ohayoo gozaimas(u) — Good morning

4. The Sound “A”

The Japanese “A.” changes slightly depending on the sound that comes after it.
lts pronunciation adjusts naturally to make speech smoother.

| . Before B, M, or P sounds — Pronounced as m
S AT sanpo — walk Y /13 tonbo — dragonfly

2. Before D, T, N, or R sounds — Pronounced as n
& A7 minna — everyone ~NA X 9 bentou - lunch box

3. Before G or K sounds — Pronounced as ng (asin “sing”)
* A5 manga - comic TA = tenki—weather




Japanese Pitch Accent

Accent and rhythm

In English, words use stress accent.
The stressed syllable is said stronger, longer, and louder than the others.

In Japanese, all syllables are spoken at the same speed and length,
but with different pitches: high or low. This is called pitch accent.

Jd Examples with Pitch Patterns:

Some words look the same but change meaning with pitch.

chopsticks



77 Y 7] ‘j‘ Katakana

! A 7 U T e e

71 ka F K 7 ku T ke I ko
v sa ~ shi A su t7 se Y/ SO
¥ ta F chi Y otsu | T te b to
+ na = ni X nu 1 ne / no
/N ha E hi 7 fu ~ he 7 ho
~< ma I mi /s mu | X me | & mo
Y vya 1 yu =IVle
7 ra )ori Vv L re o ro
7 wa 7 0

N




197 F ELBANIATELBA LI BA

77 ga F g 7 gu T ge T go
H za V7 X zu Y ze /) 70
5 da F i Y 7Uu 7 de N do
/N ba E b 7 bu ~ be 1 bo
/N pa £ pi 7 pu ~ pe R po
77 ova | T4 Vi 7 VU 7 xve | 74 vo
Fv kya [F2 kyu |F3 kyo ||F+¥ gya |2 gyu |F3 gyo
V¥ sya | v a2 syu |¥a syo ||V ja Va U Ya o
F+ cha |F 2 chu |F =3 cho [|E¥ bya |E2 byu | E =3 byo
— ¥ nya |=a nyu | == nyo |[|E¥Y pya |E=2 pyu | E = pyo
Ev hya |[BE=2 hyu [E =3 hyo &
I myal Iz myulI =z myo =< % \’\,_{
v ryva [V a ryu |V 3 ryo ) R




